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SUBJECT: VEXING BRITISH GUIANA - SURINAM RIVER Bomm_r ISSUR myﬁam

r- Another incident recently on the Oomntyae River, the higmtar mark on the 1;;]
bank of which forms the boundary between British Cufsm and Surinem, has occasioned
1n the Georgetoun press a renewal of the proposal that the 1ine of demarcation be
shifted. bgr diplomatic agreement to mid-stream. ;

' Acecording to the Gea getowm Da of Jnm 29 the British Guians tug
@Parruru® had a week previous been Lo cfﬁ seized by a Dutch launch, following a
minor collision in which each side c:‘\aimd the other was without lights, and towed

to the police station at Nickerie. There, it was gaid;, the tug and 1is crew were
released only after the payment of a thousand railders.

In an editorial the next day, the rafmm! to the frequency of these irk-
vome incidemts and suggested that sinee the garentyw.liim provides the only prac-
ticabls channel of commanication aveilable to the interder of British Guiana's eastern~
nost cl:hstrit':t.‘9 Guianese have no choics btat to run the risk of being taken in tow by the
“unbending® Surinsm authoritims. The only remedy, the Argo suggested, is a revision
of on outmodsd river boundary to mid-stream so as to allow equal access to both
countriss. Az & quid pro quo, the Argosy again propeud the ecession to Surimam

of the enrclave between 'ﬁew and the Oronoque Rivers in extreme southesstern British
Guiangs. The Argosy urged that the matter be pressed by Her Majesty's Govermment in
negotietions with the Netherlands, and Surinam.

The question of the Corentyne boundsry is undoubtedly a vexing one for British
tulanese in view of their almost complete depsndence on river transportation to the
jnterior. Whatever the original justification of the boundary, it would sesm only
aquitabls that the river today should bs shared between the peoples of the two
countrias.
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